Element of the Day (20 points per presentation)
Each student will make a 5 minute presentation about an element. Presentation will include the following.

1. Pictorial description (from the periodic table). (2 points)
a. Atomic number

b. Symbol

c. Name

d. Atomic mass

e. Electron configuration

2. Discovery/History. (3 points)
a. Who/How discovered.

b. How it was named.

c. Pronunciation.

d. Memory aid.

3. Some Interesting Properties. (3 points)
a. Appearance, state at room temperature (i.e., solid, liquid, gas, plasma).

b. Is it explosive, radioactive, valuable, rare, etc?
4. Uses. (4 points)
a. Industrial.

b. Biological.

5. Other interesting information. (4 points)
(For example, isotopes, unique applications, natural abundance in the universe, in the earth’s crust, etc.)

6. Graphic (examples below). (4 points)
a. A hand drawn picture.

b. Computer graphic.

c. Poster.

d. A sample of the element.

e. Etc.

Students will teach the class the proper pronunciation of the element, and a memory aid to help link the name of the element to its symbol. Presentations will be made at the beginning of class each day in the order of increasing atomic number. Each student will be assigned one or more elements to present. Extra credit “style points” will be given for enhancements (i.e., singing, dancing, puppet shows, etc.) that make the presentation more interesting. Presentations will be limited to 5 minutes, but should be longer than 2 minutes.
